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Why “Consolidated” ?

 In 2012 the Legislature amended A.R.S. § 16-204 

City/Town candidate elections must be held on the same day 

as the Primary or General election in even-numbered years.

effectively banning all cities/towns from holding candidate elections on 

any other statutory election date

City of Tucson and City of Phoenix filed a lawsuit seeking 

declaratory and injunctive relief against the State

arguing that the Arizona Constitution did not grant the 

legislature authority to preempt their charters, which mandated 

candidate election dates

conflicted with the new law

Trial Court granted judgment to the cities

The State appealed



Why “Consolidated” ? (continued)

 Court of Appeals affirmed the Trial Court’s grant of a permanent injunction 

enjoining the State from requiring the City of Tucson and City of Phoenix to 

comply with the candidate election scheduling requirements in A.R.S. §

16-204, as amended.  

 The Court found that the legislation affected the method and manner of 

selecting the cities’ governing officers, which is a matter of local concern and 

the State did not provide evidence to demonstrate that the statute implicated 

a statewide interest.  Therefore the law was preempted by the charters.

 The State appealed.

 On April 7, 2015, the Arizona Supreme Court denied the State’s petition for 

review.

 Therefore the permanent injunction remains in effect.

What does that mean for Cities & Towns?



What the final decision means:

 It means Charter Cities can choose to hold their candidate 

elections in March/May or Aug/Nov of the “off cycle” or any 

cycle date they want.

 Example: City of Tempe & City of Goodyear hold their candidate elections in 

March.  City of Phoenix holds their candidate elections in August & 

November of ODD numbered years.

 It means Non-Charter Cities/Towns must still hold their 

candidate elections during EVEN numbered years in August 

& November.

 Non-Charter Cities/Towns can CONSOLIDATE onto County ballot or hold their 

own separate election – Polling Place or All Mail.

 Maricopa County will NOT assist or conduct a separate election held in EVEN 

years during a countywide August Primary or November General

 the city/town would have to conduct this separate election themselves.



Non Partisan - “Independent” Voters

 A.R.S. § 16-467

 A. At primary elections there shall be provided a separate 

ballot for each party entitled to participate in the primary.

 B. For a voter who is registered as independent, or no party 

preference or as a member of a political party that is not 

entitled to continued representation on the ballot pursuant to 

section 16-804, the voter shall designate the ballot of only one 

of the political parties that is entitled to continued 

representation on the ballot and the judge of election shall 

give the elector only that political party's ballot.



Notification to “Independent” Voters

90 Day 
Notice 
(REQUIRED by 
statute) 

Mailed to ALL 
“IND” voters 
on the 
Permanent 
Early Voting 
List



90 Day Notice – Ballot Choice



Additional Notification by MCED

33 Day Notice

In 2014, MCED mailed to ALL “IND” voters on the 

Permanent Early Voting List that had not responded to 

the statutory 90 day notice.

This secondary notice is NOT REQUIRED by statute. 

This secondary notice is being considered again for the 

2016 cycle.



Mail Ballot Request Information
Early Ballot Requests

 FIRST day to request is 93 days prior to each election

May 29, 2016 – for the August 30, 2016 Primary Election 

Voters can request for BOTH Primary & General elections on this 

date

 August 7, 2016 – for the November 8, 2016 General Election 

This is the earliest date a GENERAL ELECTION ONLY request can be 

made

 LAST day to request a ballot to be mailed is 11 days prior to 

each election

 August 19, 2016 – for the August 30, 2016 Primary Election

October 28, 2016 – for the November 8, 2016 General Election



Mail Ballot Request Information
How to request an early ballot 
**Independent Voters can make their Primary Ballot choice via any of the below 
methods**

Online at: www.recorder.maricopa.gov/EVRequest

 By Phone - (602) 506-1511 or for TDD at (602) 506-2348

 In Writing – must include the following information: Name, Residence Address, 

Mailing Address (for “forwarding” of a ballot to a temporary address), Date of 

Birth, Which Election (Voters who request an early ballot for the Primary Election 

will automatically be sent an early ballot for the General Election if not otherwise 

indicated), for Primary ONLY: Ballot choice (Party or City only) for INDEPENDENT 

Voters, and Signature

 Written requests for early ballots should be mailed to: 

Maricopa County Elections, Attn: Early Voting, 510 S. 3rd Ave, Phoenix AZ, 85003

http://www.recorder.maricopa.gov/EVRequest


Why not “All Mail” Ballot ?

MCED cannot conduct an ALL Mail election for a City or Town

 if the election is held on the same day as the Primary and 

General State/County Elections. 

 Is this “new” ?

 2014 was the first time this was attempted 

 the consolidated election law did not prohibit as it had in years past

MCED received numerous complaints

 Voters & Elected Officials

Confusion 

 Frustration

Why?.....



0508 - Queen Creek Precinct
Polling Location: Newell Barney Middle School

ALL non town voters - shown in white areas 
knowns as “county islands”  were assigned to 
this polling location as required by law.

ALL town voters - shown in the shaded area
were automatically mailed a ballot (including 
IND voters that responded to the notice(s) 
with their ballot choice – either Partisan or City 
Only) 

Town voters that either a.) didn’t receive their 
mail ballot, b.) received their mail ballot but 
chose not to vote it, c.) were “IND” and did 
not respond to the notices, on election day 
were required to vote at City Hall. They could 
not be assigned to the polling place.

For any election held by ALL Mail Ballot, 
polling locations are not assigned because 
every qualified elector is mailed a ballot or 
can vote a the designated replacement 
ballot offices (City/Town Clerk or MCED 
locations) 

Confusing? Yes…..

as of November 8, 2015

Total Town voters = 15,602

Total “IND” Town voters = 5,207

“IND” Town voters in this precinct = 2,823



City of Buckeye

City votes are shown in the Green shaded 
areas

Replacement ballot location: City Hall

Voters from as far away as Wickenburg had 
to travel several miles to City Hall to vote. 

This was true in areas all over the county.

The following Cities / Towns held their 
election by mail in the Primary 2014:

Buckeye
El Mirage
Fountain Hills
Litchfield Park
Paradise Valley
Queen Creek
Wickenburg

For the General Election several school 
districts were added plus 2 additional cities: 
Goodyear & Carefree - Buckeye Union, 
Dysart Unified, Fountain Hills Unified, Litchfield 
Elem, Palo Verde Elem, Queen Creek Unified, 

Saddle Mountain Unified, Scottsdale Unified



What is the cost for holding an election?

County ballot

$0.50 per registered voter

No Additional Charge for mail ballots

Non-county ballot – Mail Ballot Only

$2.12 per registered voter

Non-county ballot – Polling Locations

$1.37 per registered voter

PLUS $2.12 per mail ballot



Questions


